whether to support the British in their desire to.cort-
tinue their alien pressure for unity till the Hindus
Muslim differences are adjusted by exhaustion.
In the last alternative they will find themselves
opposed by all Muslims and Hindus of the Hindu
provinces. Whether they prefer the homogeneity -of
the religious zone, that is the ultimate question which
the Hindus of Bengal and the Punjab may have to face.
The Hindus of the Punjab and Bengal are therefore
entitled to a right to determine their future if a zonal
division is generally accepted.
Another important lesson which can be drawn
from recent history has been that where territorial
nationalism comes into conflict with religious
nationalism, the latter goes under. In spite of ther
so-called unity of Islam, Arabs, Turks, Egyptians,
Mongols and Persians have evolved a separate
national consciousness. Similarly if Indian National-
ism is displaced, group sentimeiuts related to the Pun-
jab, N. W. F. P., Sind, and Bengal will soon destroy
the flimsy bond in which Islam is supposed to bind
the Baluch, the Pathan, the Punjabi and the Bengali
Muslims. We saw during the Gandhi-Jinnah talks;
how once Nationalism was found in jeopardy, the
Provincial and racial group sentiments began to
clamour for self-expression.
In this age of reason and science, religion cannot
be a predominant factor to support the nationaj
sentiment. Tetrified religious rites and fading
psychological relics' to use the words of Stalin, 'can-
not replace the living social, economic and cultural
environments which surround a people.*
A third danger to be guarded against is that
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